


TMDL study area is located in south Puget in Thurston and Lewis Counties, Washington.
On September 6, 2017, Northwest Environmental Advocates (NWEA) filed a complaint against
EPA alleging violation of section 303(d)(2) of the Clean Water Act (CWA) for failure to act on
the Deschutes River TMDL submission. Section 303(d)(2) requires EPA to either approve or
disapprove a state’s TMDL submission within 30 days of submittal.
As part of the ongoing litigation, EPA has stated in briefs that we will act on the Deschutes
TMDL by June 29, 2018. The judge has denied EPA’s motion to stay the case until June 29, but
has not yet ruled on the plaintiff’s motion for summary judgment, and recommended a consent
decree or stipulated entry of judgment to ensure EPA action on the TMDL.




